AA-91
Asa Linthlicum House
Jessup

cy 1860
private

The house is one of three frame dwellings in Jessup built in
the Italian Villa style which are still standing. Other examples are
AA-92 and AA-123., The house is & square, two-stories high, three-
bays wide, and is set on a high foundation of native Raritan sand-
stone. Althoug the cupola has been removed, the building has changed
1little since it was built. A frame bank barn is behind the house,.
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The Ase Liutkicuse Hose is located on 45,73 acres bounded by Jessnup
trad “7t., 175) on the north , Rrock RBridge Rd. or the east ard
the larylani Zouse of Correctior on the west., The house faces

north about, 50 ft. back from Jessup i#d. 4 spacious vard planted
with 1arg§d%rees surrounis it.

The structure is a nearly sgquare 2 story 3 bay by 3 bay frame
dwelling set on a high foundation of native Raritan sandstone.

Puilt c. 1860 in the Italian stvle, the house iz covered with
clavboards and vainted white with zreen trim.

Wirdows, spaced evenlv or the front and side elevations, conrtair

6/6 light sash, taller on the first story than the second. On

the second storv, centered above the en®trance, is a round arch
containineg tall rovnd arched windows; the spandrel above the arches
displays a raised trefoil desizgn., lost of the windows have louvered
shutters.

The main entrarce is in the center ay, front elevation. louble doe™s,
havine recessed nanels¥raised vinecones in the upper nanel and

rajised flowers ir the lower vanels, are flanked by turned vilasters
and surmounted bv a large scale 5 licht transom with a narrow dentil-
lilke “rieze. The frieze recsembles the desisrn of the vorch balustrade,
An atove =rade norch of 5 ravs , having a flat roof and modillioned
cornic, exterds across the front elevatiorn. It nas rectanonlar

nosts with plain capitals ard bases., The ralustrade was ziven an
unusual aovnearance by notching the undersiie of the tor railin~

to form arched snaces where the balusters join it.0ther in-
teresting featu of the vporch are the largse turned newel Dosts

o

res
and the curved bhalnstrade " 2a%ire the vorch steps.

'ne roof nas
cia board follows
"

The house has a hipned roof with center sables, T

very wide eaves with modillions., & vlain wide fas

the line of the roof on all elevatiors., In the center of the roof
ig the remains of a rectan~nlar louverel curola, tvnical of seversal
larece houses in the Jessuo area, The larce interior chimneves are
off center, one heinc more to the rear of the structure than the
other. Both have recessed panels and corbeled cabvs.

o storv wWine of small scale was added to the rear by the nresent
ovners., S. of the house ig a hoard and hatter tanlt tarn with a
sandstone foundation. It was not nossitle to w0 inside the house,
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The Asa Linthicum House is one of three frame dwellings still
standing in Jessup which were built in the Italian Villa style

(c. 1860~1880). Other examples are Trusty Friend (AA-128) and

the Ringgold House (AA-92); the Rappaport House (AA-82) is a site.
At one time the town contained six or more frame dwellings of
similar design with either cupolas or towers. Some of these are
pictured in The Story of Jessup by G. Marie Biggs. The. Linthicum
house, a nearly square, two story, three bay house, has many of its
original details remaining, although, unfortunately, the cupola
with which it was crowned, has been removed. The hipped roof with
wide bracketed eaves and the round headed windows in the center bay,
second story are typical of the Italian Villa style.

The Jessup buildings reflected the wide spread influence and
popularity of designs by Alexander Jackson Davis for Italian villas
which were published in Cottage Residences (1842) and The Architecture
of Country Houses (1850) by Andrew Jackson Downing. It appears

that the style never really caught on in the rest ofAinne Arundel
County, making these examples all the more valuable and unusual.

The house was built by Dr. Asa Linthicum C. 1860, shortly after

he acquired the property from John W. Biggs (L. NHG F. 78, Land
Records of Anne Arundel County, Feb. 22, 1858). Besides practicing
medicine, Dr. Linthicum operated iron ore mines on his property.

A Pbank barn, which was used to stable the horses used to haul the
iron ore, is located behind the house.

Today Jessup is much dominated by the penal institutions located there,

and little remains,with the exception of a few buildings,to remind
one of the town"s pre World War I prosperity.
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Arundel Center
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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